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Merry Christmas To All!
I want to wish everyone the best Holiday Sea-

son possible; and thank you for being faithful 
followers  and fans of the newsletter and web-
site      www.ArtLessonsWithJamie.com.
     f you have enjoyed reading and using the 
newsletter please let me know… and if there is 
a painting or crafting question you need profes-
sional help with … feel free to ask. Just email 
me your question or comment at 
             jamiecarteram@yahoo.com
    Christmas is when our thoughts turn to our 
friends and families…. what to give to them, 
gifts we can make for them, and when we can 
get together with them.
 The cameras come out and we try to make 
a the memories permanent by sending pho-
tos via Christmas cards,  newsletters, and 
posting things on social websites like Face-
book.

 In the past the only way an artist could 
share and record their family was by 

sketching or painting them and/or 
their activities.     

Have you ever thought about 
painting portraits or drawing a quick 
sketch of a family outing or event? 
It was common practice  in the days before 
technology...… and my oh my are WE blessed 
by the hard work and experiences of those 
early painters.

P.S.  How many Christmas cards did you 
get this year that utilized an old masters pain-
ing on the front … Some things just never go 
out of style.

Think About It!    Jamie

  The painting at the right 
utilizes the painting tech-
nique known as
Sfumato  … the term 

refers to the subtle gra-
dation of tone which is 
used to obscure sharp 
edges and create a syn-
ergy between lights and 
shadows in a painting.  
Look how the  blurred 
outlines and mellowed 
colors  allow one form to 
merge with another and 
how it always will leave 
something to our imagi-
nation. 

  Pastels or oil paints are 
good painting mediums 
to utilized for this look. I 
am entranced by the 

beauty of the sepia tones 
and use of the tonal val-
ues in the draped fabric.     
Set up a fabric “drape” 
and practice painting it 
using Titanium White 
and Raw Umber. Mix 
up at least ten values 
from pure dark out of 
the tube to pure 
white ...
Remember that the 
lighter the color … the 
more it will appear to 
come towards you… 
and the darker the 
color… the more it 
“recedes” or appears to 
move away from you.
Please do this if you are 
serious about becoming 
a “good” painter.

A Quick “Art Lesson For The 
Sunday Painter…”

Look at the draped fabric in the circles…. try 
you hand at painting it..
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Notice how these striped band of value tones in dark to 
light gives you the optical illusion that the rectangular 
shape is rounded looking in the middle...
That is the power of a lighter value “advancing” OR AP-
PEARING TO MOVE TOWARDS THE VIEWER... and a darker 
value “receding”…. OR MOVING AWAY FROM THE 
VIEWER... thus… when painting a draped piece of fabric 
you need to mix a lot of values from darkest dark to lightest 
white. Lay them down in stripes working from the middle 
that is white to the outer edges that are pure Raw Umber. 
Use linseed oil as your medium and any soft flat brush.
 After you have the stripes on….blend them up and down 
with a very soft brush until the edges between the value 
stripes fuse and soften. This is the beginning step to paint-
ing one fold in the fabric drape. Think: in- out- in- out- in -
out...

Note; When painting the edge of the drapes folds  just make the line curved down in the middle 
and lighter areas and up on the darker sreassides...this will finish the illusion  of the curves.



MY GIFT TO YOU...INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAINTING AN ORNAMENT 
FOR THE TREE.      Start with a blank wooden ornament from the craft store.










